s March 16 2009

-Advanced Dentai Hyg:ene Practltioner

Testtmony ta the Connectacut General Assembly, Pubhc Health
B “ Commlttee_«--‘f“-“ o
In Support of _
Proposed H.B.:No. 5630 - '
AN ACT CONCERNiNG THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LICENSURE FOR AN
i AIVANCED DENT' ‘ "PRACT!TIONER

'Sen Hams Rep thter and member of the Commlttee
My name is. Deborah L. Arslan | am a I:censed reglstered dental hyglemst
practtcang m Connectlcut and Massachusetts for over 30 years As a resndent of ,

‘En ield, CT and an employee of Hartford Pubhc Schoois (HPS) Dental Program 1
fam repfesentung the town I Iwe m and the chlldren | sewe 'in Hartford. 1 support

_-Raised Bdl 5630 an act concemmg the estabhshment of Llcensure for an_

_.:As a practlclng dental hyglenlst w:th over 30 years of experlence m both pnvate

and public health, | am uniquely qualified to testlfy fo the dlspant;es in the access
to care problem that exists in the underserved populations. In the ear!y 1900's
Hartford Public Schools was the first school district in the Nation to pffer dental
hygiene services and in the fnid 1970’s services were ekpahded'to include
Comprehensive care. Examples of the clear 'impact of school—béSed
comprehensive dental services were demonstrated at the Betances E.Iementar‘y
School Dental Clinic, which saw the decay rate dropped by 21 percent in the
clinic's first year of operation. In the first two years of operation the Sanchez
School Dental Clinic saw the number of children needing immedia_te, urgent
dental care decreased by 67 percent. Despite these stri.des,' the se_f_v';cés
rendered in the current program cannot meet the dental needs of' the
underserved population of Hartford. |




: tt is mtrtent to ssderstend the' hnk hetween eret heetth and: evereﬁ hestth At is
weli I

, gnlzed that tooth decay and gum dzsease can resutt tn sev 'e patn
"tocth-loss}‘ and eestly replacement procedures Eﬁects ef these diseases 'isan
reduce optimal physscet health reduces a chlids readiness to tearn and
: centnbutes o absences from schooi as well as=.. unnecessary emergency room
: v;s;ts The U 3 | :
chlldren aged 5 1017 yea'rs eld have cavities and a fourth of these':‘chﬂdrenw

"_'C‘.alth Semce has fepei:.._ed' i

. ;?-

primaniy fow-income" chltdren “fromtraditionat - underserved- ups
percent of these cavities. - The - demographtc ccmposntion of Hartford scheol

. chiidren places them at except;onal!y high risk for dental decay Even |n the
_ ccmprehenswe school»based dental chmcs in, Hartford the denttsts must pnontize

the needs ef the students by seventy of dlsease Thls means_ hat ch1|dr' vith
Iess disease are often not recewmg care as qulckly as those wtth greater needs

"degree posmon will not detract from dent;stry but wouid add a vntal component in
the resolutlon of the crisis in access to dental care ST

| cannot emphasns enough the smportance and cost effect way this posmon would
~ help in addressmg the access to care for the underserved inCT. '

hank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

A

[ may be reached for further discussion at
Deborah L. Arstan

4 Crestview Circle

Enfield, CT 06082

860-741-0889

darslan@cox.net

: practlce It is-my personel opinion: that the advanced. dental: ygiene'-.MfaSterﬁfs .



